COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND OTHER 


QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS ISSUE 


DID THE PRICE OF FEED INCREASE OR DECREASE DURING THE MONTH? 
DID THE PER HEAD VALUE OF LIVESTOCK INCREASE OR DECREASE 
DURING THE YEAR? 

Discuss DECEMBER LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER, 

INDEX OF PRICES RECEIVED BY N. Cy 


WHAT WAS THE FEBRUARY 15, 


FARMERS? 


DID THE INDEX OF PRICES PAID BY U, S.'FARMERS INCREASE OR 
DECREASE DURING FEBRUARY? 

ComPARE NORTH CAROLINA AND U, S,. INDEX NUMBERS. 

WHAT CHANGES OCCURRED iN CLOTHING PRICES LAST MONTH? 


FI 


}CURRENT ITEMS ...0. 


TRUCK CROPS 


The condition of the spring cab- 
bage crop is quite variable. In the 
Currituck area, planting was comple- 


ted in January. Due to frequent free- - 


zes, however, survival was low and stands 
are ragged. Plants started growth 
during January and were hit hard by 
February freezes. It is difficult 
to determine at this time, however, 
the extent of bud damage caused by 
those fréezes. 

Planting of commercial early Irish 
potatoes will be virtually completed 
by the end of February if weather 
conditions permit. In general, 
planting is later than normal this 
year. 

As of February 15, North Carolina’s 
strawberry crop was in rather poor 
condition. Early freezes last Nov- 
ember came while the plants were still 
growing and caused considerable dam- 
age. The cold weather that has pre- 
vailed during subsequent months has 
not improved the condition of the 
plants. Little sign of growth has 
been noted as yet. 

Red Spider infestation appears to 
be rather heavy throughout the pro- 
ducing area. 


JANUABY HATCHERY PRODUCTION 
HIGHEST OF RECORD 


Commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina produced 4,315,000 chicks 
during January -- 11 percent more 
than the 3,897,000 chicks produced 
in January 1951. This is the largest 
January output on record and exceeds 
the 1946-50 average production by 73 
percent. 

Following the usual seasonal pat- 
tern, January production was up from 
the December output. Demand for 
chicks in the commercial broiler pro- 
ducing areas was heavier during Jan- 
uary than in the preceding month. 

In the South Atlantic States the 
number of eggs in incubators on Feb- 
ruary 1 was up 24 percent from the 
preceding year. Bookings for March 
delivery showed a 12 percent increase 
over last year’ s bookings. 
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U. S. PRICES RECEIVED DOW™'2%°” 


Sharp declines in prices received 
for truck crops, cotton, cottonseed, 
oats, eggs, wool, and lambs, together 
with small but general declines in 
prices of many other commodities dur- 
ing the month ended February 15, 1952 
dropped the Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers 11 points, or nearly 4 percent, 
to 289. This is 8 percent below the 
all time peak of 313 established Feb- 
ruary a year ago, but well above any 
other February of record. 

During the same period, increases 
in retail prices of production goods 
bought by farmers lifted the Parity 
Index (Prices Paid for Commodities, 
Interest, Taxes, and Farm Wage Rates) 
1 point or a third of one percent to 
another new high (See table on Page 4). 


NORTH CAROLINA: 


NUMBER 


Milk Animals 
400 


CATTLE ON FARMS JANUARY 1, 


~N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
DOWN 9 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of 
prices received by North Carolina 
farmers at local markets dropped 9 
points during the month ended February 
15. The February 15 index of 293 com- 
pares with an index of 314 a year ago 
and an index of 219 on February 15, 
1950. 

The grains commodity index increas- 
ed from 199 to 201. The miscellaneous 
commodity index increased from 283 to 
285, while the dairy products in- 
dex at 247 was unchanged from a 
month earlier. The poultry com- 
modity index dropped from 265 to 
223 due to a decrease of 12 cents 
per dozen in egg prices (See table 
on Page 4). 


1930-1952 


Cows & Heifers 2 yrs. - 
Heifers 1-2 yrs. 


Heifer Calves Kept for Milk 


Mostly Beef) 


WE ALS 
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NUMBERS, VALUE PER HEAD, AND TOTAL VALUE OF LIVESTOCK 


19 47 
eae VaLtuE | TOTAL TOTAL 
OF NUMBER PER VALUE VALUE 
LIVESTOCK HEAD 5 eee 
1,000 1,000 1,000 
Dottars| Dottars | (000) DoLLaRS| DOLLARS DOLLARS 
NORTH CAROLINA 
CATTLE Sse TOTAL arietterctsl cle 751 53.50 40, 178 691 67.50 46,642 677 81.70 55,311 663 85.90 56,952 
MILK ANIMALS 
Cows) 2.VEARS -lrmias c's 400 70.00 28 ,000 384 88.00 33,792 376 106.00 39,856 368 109.00 40,112 
HEIFER® i-2 YEARS..... 85 - - 66 . - 70 - - 74 - : 
HEIFER CALVES........ a 86 . : 87 = . 84 : - 76 . : 
OTHER ANIMALS 
Cows 2 YEARS + ....... 4\ : : 4\ - : 4l : : 41 : : 
HEIFERS 1-2 YEARS..... 32 : - 30 ° - 26 - - 26 - : 
OTHER CALVES....... AGe 56 - - 46 . - 50 - > 43 - © 
STEERS 1 YEAR+ ...... 29 : : 18 : : 14 : - 18 2 : 
BULLS TNSYEARED coerce 22 - - 19 - - 16 : - 17 3 : 
SHEEP Som TO UAL aeeeitnien 48 : 446 42 - 428 39 - 554 37 - 592 
STOCK SHEEPN cos weeeiioe 48 93.30 446 42 10.20 428 39 14.20 554 37 16.00 592 
EWE UAM BS). valescisieisseuatt 5 : - 4 - . 4 - - 5 - - 
WE THERS & Rams LamBs.. 1 - - 1 = 5 1 = = 1 5 < 
EGESSISYEARE eee 38 - - 33 : - 30 - - 28 : : 
Rams 1 YEAR + ...... ore 3 - - 3 - - 3 . - 2 - - 
WETHERS 1 YEAR + ..... 1 : - 1 : : 1 : - 1 : : 
HOGS -DIOTAL Ss ee. snes 1,216 14.50 17,632 1,021 23.50 23,994 1,103 28 .30 a1,2T5 1,213 30.40 36,875 
UNDER 6 MONTHS........ 590 : ° 521 - - 563 - - 6 30 : : 
Sows & GILTS 6 MONTHS4+ 135 - : 145 - : 152 - - 148 : : 
OTHERS 6 MONTHS + .... 491 - - 355 : : 388 : : 435 e eC 
HORSES - TOTAL...... S660 96 134.00 12,864 96 144.00 13,824 98 140.00 13,720 98 124.00 L2a5s2 
QEVEARSi42tristere cceteverels ae 91 - : 92 : - 94 - - 95 - : 
1-2 YEARS...... sisieievttere 2 - - 2 - - 2 - - 2 - - 
UNDER 1 YEAR....... are 3 - : 2 : - 2 - > 1 : - 
MULES) 7 TOTALS tno ac ent 289 224.00 64,763 283 119.00 64,807 277 229.00 63,433 272 219.00 59, 568 
ZEVEARS-+ selarcyeccisic oes 287 - : 281 : : PANG - - 270 - : 
CHICKENS — TOTAL coe: 13,834 1.20 16,601 13,771 1.30 17,902 12,955 1.39 18 .007 11,879 1.40 16,631 
HENS So stares crcre'e eervere are are 5,054 - : 4,751 - : 4,608 - - 4,193 - - 
PULLETS Oc: cen. oe 6,005 - - 6,245 . . 6,183 - - 5.998 - - 
OTHERS 2S soacc acts SO CARTS . : 2.775 : - 2,164 - - 1,688 - - 
TURKEY'S a TOTAL Serene cts 49 5.20 255 47 5.60 263 49 5.80 284 39 6.60 PAST / 
BREEDER HENS........ ere 30 : - 33 - ° 32 - - 22 . . 
UNITED 
HORSES cts cercco sieve eivisie ancl: sire 8,715 64.90 565,363 8,081 57.50 464, 453 7,340 59.30 435,405 6,704 55.70 373,663 
MULES Pee etna siatsesie'e s,s 3,235 134.00 433,776 3,027 133.00 403,000 2,789 141.00 392,197 rapkeyhey AK @le) 341,764 
ALL CATTUE sc 4.00% amieenes 85,573 66.90 5,721,771 82,235 76.20 6,263,047 80,554 97.50 7.897 7732 77.171 117.00 8,998,663 
*Cows & HEIFERS 2 YRS. + 27.770 99.40 2,760,705 26,521 112.00 2,977,083 25,842 145.00 3,754, 436 24,615 164.00 4,038, 230 
ALEMSHEEPD scree cc:c cxcieesate 46,520 - 398 .730 42,362 - 410,549 37,498 - 473,231 34,337 - 527, 390 
Stock SHEEP & LAMBS..... 39,609 8.45 334,753 355529 S557 340,125 31,805 12.20 389,375 29 , 486 15.00 441, 562 
FE OGS a rercavatatavercverciolerere cus cevers 59,373 20.60 1,224,553 61,306 24.00 1,468,450 56.810 36.00 2,046,471 54,590 42,90 2,339,776 
CHICKENS..... concoonaade TEMG ky 1.21 626,259 | 523,227 1.27 662,734 | 467,217 1.44 672.690 | 449,644 1.44 648,293 
TURKEYS......- Cia s(ehersterel sie 7.082 5.79 41.014 7,862 LG fs) 45, 228 5,879 6.54 38,451 3,959 6.97 27 ,606 
* For milk 


FARMERS PAYING MORE FOR CLOTHING 


Prices of all items listed in the noted for only six items. The great- of cotton dresses, undershirts, and 
table below and purchased by N. C. est increase being in the price of cotton work shirts. 


farmers were higher on Dec. 15, 1951 cotton work socks. They increased Men’s wool suits declined 1. 2%. 
than on Dec. 15, 1950, except percale 33.3 percent during this period. Per- Extra woolen trousers remained the same. 
and muslin which remained the same. cale increased 14.3%, step-ins or In general, prices paid by Tar 


During the period from Sept. 15, panties increased 6.5%. Smaller in- Heel farmers are somewhat lower than 
1951 to Dec. 15, 1951, increases were creases were also noted in the price the National average. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED CLOTHING ITEMS WITH COMPARISONS 1950-1951 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 


DEC.15 DEC.15 
1951 1951 


SUITS, WOOL, 1 PAIR PANTSciccccocce 
EXTRA TROUSERS, WOOLENecccctsdovreoce 
TROUSERS, COTTON cee ccosccbeccveovce 
OVERALL Secvcccccverece 
SHIRTS, COTTON, WORKeooe 

SOCKS, COTTON, WORK crevcccccscccsoe 
UNDERSHI RTS eee esos erercseeseeveree 
SHORTS erboeoeeeoeeeoneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
SHOES, WORK, MEN'S cscccccccccccees 
BooTs, RUBBER, KNEE*LENGHT..ccosces 
DRESSES, HOUSE PERCALE ciccoccccccee 
STEPeINS OR PANTIES, RAYON ccccccce 
SHOES OR OXFORDS, WOMEN’S eeccccece 
MUSLIN, UNBLEACHED 36" WIDE oscccee 
PERCALE 126 CAWIDE Mss culeleielcele clove ciele 


1952 


ON FARMS JANUARY ], 


FARM REPORT 


1945-1951 REVISED - 


1952 PRELIMINARY 


1952 


VALUE TOTAL TOTAL VALUE TOTAL VALUE” TOTAL 
NUMBER PER VALUE NUMBER VALUE NUMBER PER VALUE NUMBER PER VALUE 
se HEAD HEAD HEAD 
1,000 0 1,000 1,000 
(000) | Dottars| Dottars | (000) DOLLARS (000) DOLLARS (000) | Dortars} Dottars 
° NORTH CAROLINA. 
6 50 104.00 67,600 670 99.70 66,799 737 120.00 88,440 796 140.00 112,440 
= 131.00 47,291 — 128.00 ‘46, 208 372 154.00 57 , 288 376 180.00 67,680 
s Z Z 3 80 : 86 : 
78 - . 87 - - 93 . . 105 . 
45 : : “a9 i £ 66 : 3 77 : 
26 2 t 29 : : 40 5 5 50 : 
Al 2 44 ss s 57 : 2 62 S 
16 - - 15 - - 16 - . 26 B 
14 - - 13 : - 13 - - 14 - 
35 - 602 35 ; 634 4} : “ 43 : 
35 17,20 602 3518.10 634 41 22.40 918 43 27.00 
= : A 4 7 3 8 i 
1 : 2 1 5 : 1 = 3 1 Z 
25 2 . 25 : ‘ 29 B 30 5 
2 é ; 2 é 3 : As 3 : 
1 : Z 1 F 1 . z 1 2 
1,213 29.10 35, 298 Veiz7 22.90 26,953 1,189 27.10 32,222 1,308 27.30 
625 : ; 650 ; = 662 P 788 2 
158 : s 167 : : 177 ‘ : 186 
430 é : 360 5 ' 850 7 334 : 
94 97.00 9,118 92 96.00 8,832 36 85.00 7,310 84 80.00 
92 3 i 90 - = 84 3 : 82 ‘ 
1 3 : 1 3 : 1 : 1 - 
1 , : 1 : : 1 : : 1 : 
266 199.00 52.934 261 179.00 46,719 248 164.00 40,672 233 149.00 
264 ; 2 259 3 é 246 5 5 231 - 
12, 166 1.50 18,249 12,393 1.35 16,731 12,394 1.30 16.112 13,319 1.45 
4,319 « : 4,449 : : 4,671 3 é 4,764 6 
6.058 : 5 6.119 : : 5,935 : 3 6 , 588 : 
1.789 : : 1,825 : : 1,788 : 5 1,967 5 
45 7.90 356 44 5.90 260 42 6.50 273 57 7.40 
25 . - 25 - - 26 - . 34 - 
UNLTED STATES 
6,096 52.50 320,184 5, 548 46.00 255,385 4,993 43.50 217,116 4,370 45.80 199,958 
2.402 116.00 279,635 Pees 99.10 221,298 2,074 81.60 169,270 1,923 72.30 139,008 
76,830 135.00 10,382,090 77.963 124.00 9,629,964 82,025 160.00 13, 160,665 88,062 179.00 15,733,051 
23,862 193.00 4,615,403 23,853 177.00 4,218,617 2an7ee 218.00 5,183,235 23,407 250.00 5,854,600 
30,943 - 532,493 29,826 . 532,356 30,635 - 808 , 108 S725 - 882,524 
26,940 17.00 459,091 26,182 17.80 466, 228 Zineso 26.50 721,484 27,841 28.00 778,671 
56,257 38.30 2,154,480 58,852 27.20 1,597,900 62,852 33.30 2,094,238 63,903 29.90 1,910, 126 
430 ,876 1.66 716,344| 456,549 1.36 622,994 | 442,657 1. 46 644,951} 453,498 1.53 694, 391 
4,622 8.80 40,682 5,124 6.34 32,477 5,091 6.48 33,007 5.835 7.00 40,838 


The table above presents a record 
of the revised estimates relating to 
livestock and poultry on farms by 
classes and their inventory values 
January 1 for the period 1945-51 and 
preliminary estimates for January l, 
1952. These revised State and United 
States series result from the new 
1950 bench marks obtained from an 
analysis of the 1950 U. S. Census 
enumeration and other information 
such as State Farm Census data and 
records of numbers assessed for tax- 
ation. 

A record high number of cattle were 
on North Carolina farms January 1, 
1952. Swine numbers, at 1, 308,000 
head, were the highest since 1944 
but were still below the level of 
3 decades ago. Sheep niimbers showed 
some gains from the ord low of 
1949 and 1950. Workstock continued 
to show some declir \in numbers. 

The total value o vestock on 
North Carolina fang J 


y 1, 1952, 
excluding chickens a) rkeys, was 
estimated at 189j7 |. on dollars 
or 20.1 million ddlia..j@reater than 


on January 1, 1951.. 


DECEMBER SLAUGHTER DO 


The number of animals slaughter- 
ed in North Carolina commercial 
plants during December showed a 
rather sharp drop from slaughter 
for the preceding month. December 
slaughter of cattle was 38 percent 
below November this year and 12 
percent below December, 1950. The 
number of calves slaughtered was 
34 percent below a month ago with 


NORTH CAROLINA LIV 
DECEMBER 


WN FROM NOVEMBER LEVEL 


hogs slaughtered off 9 percent. 
The number of cattle slaughtered 
in 19512 was about 12 percent great- 
er than in 1950 but calves slaugh- 
tered were 15 percent less. Sheep 
and lambs slaughtered were 16 per- 
cent below 1950. A total of 543,- 
000 head of hogs were slaughtered 
during 1951 - 4% percent more than the 
386,000 head slaughtered in 1950. 


ESTOCK SLAUGHTER * 
JANUARY. DECEMBER TOTAL 


SPECIES NUMBER 


SLAU GHTERED 


TOT, 


AL 
Li VEWE! GHT 


TOTAL 
L | VEWEIGHT 


NUMBER 
SLAUGHTERED 


aso a7] 981 | 1050 a] vest [reso a | 1951 | 1980 o/] 1951 


THous. LBs 


5,255 
641 


THous. HEAD 


6.5 
4.1 


ard 
PSU 


CATTLES. 4, 
CARVES: < 
SHEEP & 
LAMBS.. 


HoGs.... 


35.0 


7,969 


10, 


* Includes slaughter under Federal inspect 
slaughter: excludes farm slaughter - ave 
a/ Revised 


5 THous. HEAD 


626 
409 


7 
842 


THous., LBs. 


70,534 
9,664 


167 


76,449 
8,491 


145 
119,946 


ton and other wholesale and retail 
rages are based on unrounded numbers. 
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PRICES REC D BY 


COMMOD | TY 
ORNieteteta eve ieletatale ras see U's 
WHEAMeratereterele Sielerers! NU SULs 
OAS cretateteteisiarelisvetere HAS Ue 
BAIR ICE Ns rcrertceveieye stats] MUU! © 
Mer adoocaunmoancdt lle 
SOY BRAN Sass cieleleicie| | BU. 
COWPIEAS retails ieleisiserel a BU. 
PEANUT Seretaiele ste s sief) LBs 
MOIAC CO cisisieieteieleie'e |) MLB 6 
CORO Ne oconoroceo)  alsG 
COTMONSEED se. cece) TON 
WOOL aerate oreieters creel ibs 
WOCSa as ocomsoogdod|! Seuais 
BEE RMCAT ULE ww eres) meWs. 
VEALMIGALVES< .0 0 eel) GWile 
SHENG Rie gre/ale evele exe oe en oWilis 
LEAMB Sr cisisiciale sees OCW s 
MIEK COWS. ccceees| HEAD 
GLEGKEN Sire cre cress ees 
EGGSierctecstereistarelefere sl MIDOrZr6 
MIttk, WHLSE.. CwT. 

REMAT Deter eral elie 
EWES ooeramacdodl! = WE 
BUTTER EAT oreteatetsime ies 
HAY, ALL BALED...] TON 
POTATOES ccclssiseet ) BUy, 
SWEET POTATOES...| BU. 
APPLES COMMERCIAL] Bu, 
LESPEDEZA SEED...| CWT. 

KORISANIafeceta are iste sceliue co Wilt 

KO BEN pclersusretetainrer ecw lip 

Com. & TENN. 76.] CwT. 

SPRUCE Ate teielelelsvere de (CWI 
a/ Type 31 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FEB. 15, 


FEED PER 
HUNDREDWE]! GHT 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN 
ALL evvccccevceccece 
16% PROTEINeccece 
18% PROTEINecccce 
20% PROTEINeccece 

290% =| OVER se ccc cee 

HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 

LINSEED MEAL eoocce 

SOYBEAN MEAL ecoeec 

COTTONSEED MEAL ooo 

MEAT SCRAP eccececc 

GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS 
BRANocccecvccccevcce 
MIDDLINGSeeececccce 
CORN MEAL ceccvcccvce 
CORN GLUTENesecvceece 

POULTRY FEED 
LAYING MASH ceecccen 
SCRATCH GRAINecoece 


FARMERS FEB. 


JAN. 


15 
1952 
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15, 1952 WITH COMPARISONS 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Fes, 
» DOLLARS ~ 
1.70 Neh 2 
Zee 2.25 
1.04 1.06 
1.50 1.45 
2.45 2.45 
Zaz 2.51 
4.25 4.30 
-122 oh2 
~49a/ : 
- 407 .39 
72.00 71.00 
.72 -69 
18.40 17.80 
23.50 23.50 
30.00 31.50 
13.00 13.50 
30.50 29.80 
179.00 177.00 
27:3 .292 
54 -42 
5.95 5.90 
mee .21 
ener . 56 
-61 61 
31.90 32.00 
2.20 2.30 
Sri S2o 
2.20 2.20 
13.10 15.20 
11.60 - 
14.50 - 
15.50 s 
19.00 - 


FEBS 15 
1952 


JAN. 


US 
1952 


- DOLLARS - 


hou Opn DUH VTHPSA 


FEB. 


Bo ALHLALD MOUS HTHPHhSAL 


1952 WITH COMPARISONS 


nS 
1952 


COMMOD | TY PR!CES RECE| VED 
BY FARMERS 


1001 


LIBRARY, 


U. S. DEPT. AGRICULTURE, 
WASHINGTON, p. Cc. 
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COMPARISON OF U.S. PRICES REC’ D BY FARMERS AND PARITY PRICES 


AVERAGE PRICES 
AS PERCENTAGE 
OF _ PARITY 


PARITY OR 
COMP ARABLE 
PRICES 


Jan.15 Fesa.15 


Fep.15 | JAN.15 2 
1952 1952 


1952 


JAN.95 
1952 


- DOLLARS- 


345 
2. 46 
1.78 

.944¢ 
1.46¢ 
1.70C/ 

21.20 


~344 
2.45 
1.78 
.944¢ 
11696/ 
1.69¢ 
21.10 


= LBecooee 
BUseccves 


ars 


BEEF CATTLE. CWT, 
HOGS ACWil sietaustelersis 
[NAM BS: (CW iicvetovere! 
CHICKENS, LB. 
Eces. Doz os. 
MtlK, WHLSE.CWT. 


a/ Revised b/ A ba salt 


ey, pony, ye 
: -507C/ . 5086, 
.09b/ 4.82 4.84 a/100d/ 102 


c/ Transitional parity, 85 percent 
(90 percent during 1, of parity price computed under for- 
mula in use prier to Jan. 1, 1950. d/ Percentage of season- 
ally adjusted prices to parity prices. 


The U. S. egg-feed price ratio in mid-January was 9.5 pounds, 
compared with 11 pounds a year earlier. The drop resulted 
from a 10 percent increase in the price of feed and a 5 
percent decline in the price of eggs. The ratio is likely 
to continue below a year earlier in the next few months; 
the likely result is that farmers will raise fewer chickens 
for laying flock replacement. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
(N. 


C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14=: 100 PERCENT) 


Fee.15] FeEB.15| FEB.15 
1951 1950 1949 
Ss 


A_\NDEX NUMBER 


5 | VRE Beg S 


COMMOD | TY Rear 


ALt FARM FRODUCTS.. 302 293 314 219 239 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 319 307 ees] 205 241 
GRAINS cee atest 199 201 196 166 nih 
MEAT ANIMALS.o0ccee 418 4i7 440 S21 339 
PQUDUIRY: fies @ mercer 265 223 247 176 225 
= ae 247 PAF S-" 243 221 236 
POBACCOR oe bee 318 =!) - - : 
MISCELLANEOUS. sceee 283 285% 244 234 235 
RATIO OF PRICES 2 oa 
RECEIVED To Palo By 105 Woe ST PV 4 a8 98 


PRECES RECEIVED,... 
PRICES PAID 
INTEREST & TAXES... 
RAT10 OF PRICES 
RECEIVED TO PAID.. 


as Type 31 ; v3 
b/ Ratio of NV. C. prices received to U. S. prices paid. 


